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minence which, his name has received is due chiefly to
the fact that it was his influence at court which gave
the movement the political opportunity that le<J to its
rapid dissemination in the Kanarese districts,
THE VACHANA LITERATURE
The Lingayat propaganda was aided by a large
number of writers who flooded the country with tracts
commending the new creed. These tracts are called
VathanaS) or " Sentences/' and form a unique feature of
Lingayat literature. They are in easily intelligible
(sometimes even alliterative) prose, requiring no
learning to understand. To this fact is doubtless due,
in considerable measure, the popularity of the move-
ment. We may perhaps compare the effect produced
in England in the fourteenth century by WycliSe and
his preachers and MS* Gospels. In form, the vachanas
are brief disconnected paragraphs, each ending with one
or another of the numerous local names under which
Siva is worshipped. In style, they are epigrammatical,
parallelistic and allusive. They dwell on the vanity of
riches, the valuelessness of mere rites or book*
learning, the uncertainty of life, and the spiritual
privileges of the Siva-bhakta. They call men to give
up the desire for worldly wealth and ease, to live lives
of sobriety and detachment from the world, and to turn
to Siva for refuge. They are seldom controversial, but
almost entirely hortatory, devotional and expository.
They are still recited by Lingayat acharyas for the
instruction of their followers.
Some of the vachanas have a section called k&la-
fn&na, which gives a forecast of the future. These
portions speak of the coming of an ideal king, named
Vira Vasafcta Raya, by whom Kalya&a will be rebuilt
aad the Lingayat religion come to its full glory.
The vachana literature began in the time of Basava,
to wb$si are attributed six works of this sort; and it
o fee produced through the ne^t thtee or four
Only afew of the vachanas can be accurately